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Live coverage
of the Board of
Regents tomorrow
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Budget
talks loom
By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com

TANNER CURTIS/HERALD

Andrea Tanaro, left, and Jenny Brown, both of local rock band Andy and the Rockers, perform at the Capitol Arts Center on Friday at the
“We Care” concert for Haiti relief. Tickets to the event were $20, all of which was donated to the American Red Cross. The concert raised
more than $9,000.

HELP FOR

HAITI

Community pulls together to help earthquake victims
HOW TO HELP:
■ Text "Haiti" to
90999. Ten dollars
will automatically be
charged to your phone
bill and donated to the
Red Cross.
■ Call 1-800-486HELP or go to AmeriCares.org to donate
money speciﬁcally for
medical care.
■ See page 3A for
more ways to help.

By MARY BARCZAK | news@chherald.com

SEE BUDGET, PAGE 3A

Be part of the effort

The Capitol Arts Center in downtown Bowling Green
hosted the “We Care” concert on Friday to benefit the victims of the Haitian earthquake two weeks ago.
The event helped to raise more than $9,000 for the American Red Cross to send to the Haiti relief effort, said Alan
Simpson, coordinator of the event.
The show featured three local bands: Andy and the Rockers, Skip Bond and the Fugitives and The Tyrone Dunn Experiment.
Simpson said he put together the benefit in three days,
and the whole community willingly followed.
“If you can’t support something like this then I don’t
know what you can support,” Simpson said.
For more on the concert, go to wkuherald.com.

If you're organization or
business is doing something
to help the victims of the
earthquake in Haiti, e-mail
us at editor@chherald.com
with the details. We'll post
the information on our Web
site.

wkuherald.com/helpfor-haiti/

Student survives quake
By EMILY ULBER
news@chherald.com

Two weeks ago today, a 7.0-magnitude
earthquake ripped through Haiti, destroying
its capital and killing hundreds of thousands
of people.
Since then, Haiti has been the center of
international attention. News networks have
been airing round-the-clock coverage of the
damage, while celebrities have been urging
people to donate to the relief effort.
But for one local family, the news hit a
little closer to home.
Rob and Mary Ann Bokkon’s niece,

21-year-old freshman Sophia Sterlin, was in
Haiti visiting her parents — who own restaurants in Port-au-Prince and nearby Petionville
— when the earthquake hit.
For two days, the Bokkons didn’t know
whether Sterlin and her parents were alive.
Sterlin’s friend, Louisville freshman DeShaye
Batts, created a CNN iReport profile for Sterlin, asking for anyone with information on the
missing student to come forward.
The Bokkons said they tried repeatedly to
contact Sterlin through Facebook and by telephone, but were unable to reach her.
SEE QUAKE, PAGE 3A

Weeks into the legislative session in
Frankfort, lawmakers are still likely months
away from creating a state budget for the
next two years,
leaving Western
administrators
wondering
if
their legislative
priorities will be Higher ed is
achieved.
A two-year going to need
state budget pro- some help if
posed by Gov.
Steve Beshear we’re going
that relied on
revenue from ex- to avoid more
panded racetrack budget cuts."
gambling failed
to gain support
in the legislature —GARY RANSDELL
last week and is
President
unlikely to go
anywhere, said
Ann Mead, vice president for Finance and
Administration.
Western administrators didn’t get involved in the discussion about Beshear’s
proposal, said Robbin Taylor, vice president for Public Affairs.

This picture of Sophia Sterlin
appeared on a CNN iReport
page in the hours following the
earthquake two weeks ago.

Student
refunds arrive
By DANNY DRESSLER
news@chherald.com

The start of a new semester signals the
arrival of residual money to students at
Western — and no more late rent or eating
Ramen noodles for breakfast. For most, the
money is a lifesaver.
Students began receiving residual money on Jan. 22, and this semester, the process has been a little different.
Western partnered last fall with HigherOne, a financial services and payment
company, to distribute leftover scholarship, grant or loan money through a new
debit card system.
Officials mailed the cards in November,
and the refund system began during Winter
Term.
Bursar Belinda Higginbotham said she
didn’t hear any major complaints from
Winter Term students.
But the spring semester will be the true
trial, because more students are using the
cards, Higginbotham said.
“Our goal is for this to be a positive experience for the students,” she said.
SEE REFUND, PAGE 5A

Regents to discuss Commission approves
Selig, Kahler's raises TIF district rezoning
LIVE COVERAGE
of tomorrow's
Regents meeting

By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com

With the economy in decline, many
people are looking to save money
wherever they can, and the Board of
Regents members are no exception.
A scaled-back Board of Regents
meeting will take place on Wednesday in Mass Media and Technology
Hall, and the board will have to make
decisions about employee salaries and
new academic programs.
The Jan. 27 meeting was supposed
to take place in Frankfort, but administrators decided to move it to Bowling
Green to save the expenses involved

TUE. 38˚/ 24˚

WKUHERALD.COM
in traveling, said Robbin Taylor, vice
president for Public Affairs.
It’s a tradition for the January board
meeting to take place in Frankfort at
the beginning of the legislative session, President Gary Ransdell said.
SEE REGENTS, PAGE 3A

WED. 48˚/ 37˚

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

THUR. 39˚/ 24˚

By KRISTEN SNYDER
news@chherald.com

Western officials are working on finding
ways to pay for the new projects planned
to be built in the Tax Increment Financing
district in downtown Bowling Green.
Bowling Green’s Board of Commissioners approved rezoning in the area of the
TIF district between Kentucky Street and
14th Avenue, or “Block 12,” on Jan. 19.
The plans include a five-story hotel, about
6,000 square feet of meeting space and a parking garage wrapped by about 6,200 square
feet of office space, said Mary Cohron, the
chairwoman of Warren County Downtown

FRI. 33˚/ 21˚

Economic Development Authority.
Western plans to build a new Alumni Center, non-traditional student housing, a new
Gordon Ford College of Business building
and administrative offices for the campus police department in the block, she said.
Tom Hiles, vice president of institutional advancement, said building a new business college is a priority for Western, but
building plans aren’t final.
“The building of Gordon Ford College
of Business is speculative at this point, because the funding has to be approved by the
state,” Hiles said.
SEE TIF, PAGE 5A
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CRIME REPORTS
Reports
■ Laura Beth Galipeau,
Russellville, reported on
Jan. 23 that her brown
purse was stolen from
Downing University
Center. The value of the
theft was $195.
■ Jason Wayne Selby,
Southwest Hall, reported
on Jan. 23 that his CD
player face, ampliﬁer,
two sub-woofers and
GPS were stolen from
his vehicle in Parking
Structure 1. The value of
the theft was $825.
■ Jeff Alan Smith, Bowling Green, reported on
Jan. 22 that his Nikon
digital camera, camera
lens and memory card
were stolen from DUC
Auditorium. The value of
the theft was $4,350.
■ Caitlynn Oberhausen,
Auburn, reported on Jan.
22 that her piccolo with
case, purse, Kentucky
instruction permit,
Western ID card and
cash were stolen from
DUC Auditorium. The
value of the theft was
$3,072.
■ Amanda Marie Scott,
Pearce-Ford Tower,
reported on Jan. 22 that
her Emerson ﬂat screen
television was stolen.
The value of the theft
was $200.
■ The Western mathematics department
reported on Jan. 22 that
seven textbooks were
stolen from a classroom.
The value of the theft
was $3,137.
■ Chris Carmichael,
Minton Hall, reported
on Jan. 20 that his black
Apple iPhone was stolen
from his room. The value
of the theft was $199.

a
thousand
words

Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

"A Thousand Words" is a weekly photo essay that tells
untold stories on the edges of campus.

watch for us each tuesday.
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801 Campbell Ln
Bowling Green
270 393 -9700
Visit littlecaesarspromo.com For Additional Coupons
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Green High School and also raised cattle.
“I’ve always loved cattle and it’s kind
of my hobby,” Barkman said. “I was
born and raised on a farm.”
He retired from teaching 16 years ago
and has kept up with his hobby, currently
raising around 20 head of cattle on 31
acres split between two pieces of land
on Beech Bend and Old Richardsville
roads.

we have a pile of shirts to give away.
Become a fan of the College
Heights Herald on Facebook.

ORIGINAL ROUND

Charlie Thomas Barkman, 77, has
raised beef cattle just outside of Bowling
Green ever since 1974, but his farming
roots go all the way back to his childhood. He grew up in Delaware County
in New York, where he was raised on a
dairy farm with no electricity and used to
help milk 30 cows by hand.
After a 21-year career in the United
States military, where he participated in
the Korean and Vietnam wars, Barkman
settled in Bowling Green. He taught and
coached for over 20 years at Bowling

By CHRIS FRYER
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Campus crime slow
over winter break
Richmond
case still open
By SPENCER JENKINS
news@chherald.com

Whether students spent
the break dashing through
the snow or surrounded by
piles of books for Winter
Term, a little bit of crime
still lingered on Western’s
campus.

Campus crime

Joe Harbaugh, spokesman for Western police,
said crime usually decreases during breaks.
“It’s typically not that
bad,” he said.
The top two reported
crimes were thefts and alcohol related incidents.
There were nine alcohol-related crimes such as
driving under the influence
under the age of 21.
There were also nine
thefts and two counts of
disorderly conduct, according to the log.

BUDGET
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

If Beshear’s proposal had
passed, Western would have
avoided budget cuts in 2011
and would have had only a 2
percent budget cut in 2012,
Mead said.
Beshear’s proposal shows
that he appreciates higher education, she said.
The General Assembly
won’t approve a state budget until late March or April,
and it’s unclear how higher
education will be funded
now that Beshear’s proposal
failed to pass, President Gary
Ransdell said.
There’s more uncertainty
in this session than in past
years, Mead said.
The legislature will have
to build the budget from
scratch since Beshear based
everything on his slot bill,
Taylor said.
Various options for al-

REGENTS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Regents also typically
host a reception for the
General Assembly, he said.
But Ransdell and Board
of Regents Chair Jim Meyer
decided this wasn’t the time
to spend the money to have
the Frankfort meeting and
reception, given the budget
pressures in the state and
higher education, Ransdell
said.
“We felt like we sent a
more thoughtful signal by
not going,” he said.
Even with a change in
location, the board will
have several items on their
agenda.

There’s an increase in
crime right before students
leave for winter break and
fall break, Harbaugh said.
Thieves target students
who load up their cars early so they can leave after
class.
Western police mainly
patrol the buildings and
parking lots by foot and by
car, Harbaugh said.
There isn’t much activity over break because not
many students are on campus, he said.
“If the J-term becomes
more and more popular it
may increase,” Harbaugh
said. “Increase or decrease
in this or that, but no typical trend.”
The weekend before
school starts in the winter
is not nearly as bad as in
the fall, he said. In the fall
the weather is a lot nicer
and there are more crimes
committed.

Richmond murder

Bowling Green police
continued to investigate
the murder of 51-year-old

mathematics
professor
Martha “Bettina” Richmond, said Barry Pruitt,
public information officer
for the Bowling Green Police Department.
Police found Richmond
dead in her vehicle, which
was parked in the Bowling
Green Parks and Recreation parking lot, on Nov.
22.
Autopsy results revealed
that Richmond died from
multiple stab wounds.
They are still waiting on
lab results and follow-up
information, Pruitt said.
Friends and family of
Richmond will be offering a
reward for information in relation to her death, he said.
Police have urged students to be cautious and
aware of their surroundings. Students who walk
alone shouldn’t talk on
the phone or have earbuds
in — instead, they need to
listen and stay alert.
Bowling Green police
will release more information on the investigation
soon.

ternative sources of funding
will be discussed, including
tax reform, Ransdell said.
He said he’s not sure if
any options are gathering
momentum, but he’s hopeful
that another source of funding will be found.
“Higher ed is going to
need some help if we’re going to avoid more budget
cuts,” Ransdell said.
Even with the state budget uncertain, Western gave a
list of legislative priorities to
the General Assembly, Mead
said. The list represents the
university’s funding needs
for next two years.
The top priority on the
list is replacing the federal
stimulus money that the state
is using to fund higher education in 2010-2011.
The $70 million in stimulus money will run out by
June 30, 2011, and legislators
need to find a way to replace
that money in the upcoming
budget.

The $70 million in stimulus
money will run
out by June
30, 2011, and
legislators
need to ﬁnd a
way to replace
that money in
the upcoming
budget.

They’ll decide whether
to renew Athletics Director
Wood Selig’s contract and
whether to give a raise to
Dean Kahler, associate vice
president for Enrollment
Management, said Deborah
Wilkins, chief of staff and
general counsel.
At the board’s October meeting, the regents
postponed decisions about
raises for both Selig and
Kahler.
Selig’s raise of about
$34,000 is not included in
his newly revised contract
on the agenda for Wednesday, Wilkins said.
Selig will still be getting
a raise, but it will come from
private donations approved
in December by the WKU

Foundation, she said.
The foundation oversees private donations to
the university, and some
of the money set aside for
athletics will pay for Selig’s
raise, Wilkins said.
In October, Kahler’s
proposed raise was about
$19,000, but that raise will
now be proposed in phases,
and a raise of about $9,000
will be voted on at Wednesday’s meeting, Wilkins
said.
The board is also set to
approve several new undergraduate certificates, including those in American
Sign Language studies and
computer literacy, according to the meeting’s agenda
materials.

Western’s share of the
stimulus money is $5.4 million, and the university will
face a reduction of that much
if the money isn’t replaced.
Another priority on Western’s list is a request to pay
for construction projects as
well as strategic initiatives
such as improving retention
and graduation, Mead said.

QUAKE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The wait was "absolute hell," Rob
Bokkon said. Sterlin is his sister's
daughter.
On Jan. 14, Mary Ann Bokkon —
a financial aid counselor at Western
— saw a post on her niece's Facebook
profile from a family friend, saying
Sterlin and her parents were safe.
Sterlin was at home in Petionville
when the quake hit, Rob Bokkon
said.
The family's Petionville restaurant
was reportedly the only building left
standing on its street, and their home
was relatively unharmed, but their
Port-au-Prince restaurant was destroyed, he said.
Rob Bokkon said Sterlin and her
parents used generators to run the
kitchen in their Petionville restaurant,
feeding local families. Sterlin stayed
to translate for American doctors
working in the area, he said.
Rob Bokkon said Sterlin asked not
to be interviewed when she returned
to Bowling Green.
The Bokkons said previously they
expected Sterlin to get back to the U.S.
on Monday. They couldn't be reached
for comment by press time.

3a

Ways to help Haiti
The Leadership and Volunteerism
Office is hosting a supplies drive until
Jan. 31. Items can be donated in Downing University Center 326 or at the Jan.
28 basketball game.
Items to donate include soap
bars, toothbrushes, new wash cloths,
ﬁngernail clippers, hand towels, large
combs (not pocket-sized), packs of six
unsharpened pencils with erasers, 30cm rulers, loose-leaf paper, hand-held
pencil sharpeners and boxes of 24-pack
crayons.
Other places in Bowling Green helping with the relief effort include:
■ Three Kroger locations are collecting
donations through Jan. 31.
■ Local Masonic Lodges are collecting
and delivering to the American Red
Cross of South Central Kentucky.
■ The American Red Cross of South
Central Kentucky, located at 430 Center
St., is accepting donations.
■ Starbucks is taking donations from
customers directly to the American Red
Cross.
— Whitley Tobin and Angela Oliver
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Time to lend a hand
Campus community should
give Haiti the help it can
THE ISSUE: Haiti is in desperate need of
aid following a 7.0 magnitude earthquake
two weeks ago.

What are you
most looking
forward to for the
spring semester?

"I'm not really looking
forward to it, because
I don't like studying."

KORTEZ
IVORY
Hopkinsville
junior

in Haiti as there are even more, convenient
ways than ever to donate.
Whether it means passing a bucket at
basketball games or through buildings and
classrooms, this is the opportunity for Western to step up and at the end of the day put
all our concerns aside and give whatever we
can to Haiti.
As far as members of Western’s community going to Haiti, people should go with
specific skills that are needed right now, and

in due time Western should create opportunities for students studying across various
disciplines to visit Haiti and use their skills
to help the people and the country with the
rebuilding process. But for the time being,
the message is simple.
Give whatever you can, however you
can.
This editorial represents the majority opinion
of the Herald’s 10-member editorial board.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

There's plenty more to accomplish at the Herald
Welcome back.
After a fall semester that saw big changes for the Herald, both online and in print,
we’re excited for another semester.
You won’t notice any big changes again
this semester but we have worked to tweak
our current platforms to better serve the reader. When you visit wkuherald.com, you’ll
notice that all the stories are on the front page
as well as some other features that we hope
you’ll find useful and informative.
Our print product will remain the same.
However, we’ll continue to look for better
ways to present information and continue to
deliver the news that we feel you will want
to know and need to know.
We also hope that you’ll notice the Herald brand out and about more. Through new
marketing initiatives within Student Publications it’s our goal to be an integral part of the
Western community and not just cover it.

POLL
SPENCER
WHEATLEY
Petersburg,
Ind.
freshman

OUR VIEW: It’s time for Western to step
up and show that the university truly does
have “international reach” and provide useful, effective aid to Haiti.
As aid efforts across Western’s campus continue to be organized by various
organizations and clubs, it’s important for
those organizations to remember that aid
shouldn’t be sent just to be sent. Instead, local organizations should be in contact with
the national and world organizations about
what is specifically needed by the victims of
the earthquake.
From there it’s Western’s responsibility
to make the statement that this community
and campus is capable of going above and
beyond to make sure they give back whatever they can.
Whether it be a toothbrush or two dollars, everybody on Western’s campus needs
to dig in their pockets and give whatever
they can.
And while some national organizations
have said it is easier for money to be donated because supplies are very challenging
to logistically get to the victims, the Herald
trusts that Western officials are in contact
with organizations that know what is needed most.
Not only does Western’s community need
to step up and give but also find creative
ways to raise money and donations. Fundraising changed forever with the earthquake

people

Just as I said in the fall, the newspaper
business is changing, and my goal is that
our current staff looks at the Herald as an
opportunity to learn, experiment and innovate.
I’ve encouraged each of our editorial
board members to find ways to innovate
within the newsroom. My hope being that
if those innovations go well, you, the reader
will feel the effects.
Over break, we have been working to
develop a social media policy for our staff.
We have learned in the past three months
what an important role social media plays
in news delivery, but we also want to make
sure we’re doing it ethically and responsibly
and that each of our staff members represent
the Herald responsibly through their social
media profiles, as well.
As was our goal in the fall, we still believe
that the student voice is one of the most im-

portant voices we can represent and are constantly looking for ways to make that voice
louder. As always, we encourage you to write
letters, commentaries or even drop by to visit
about how the student voice can be better
heard through the Herald.
We always have high expectations for
good things at the Herald and I can say this
staff is excited to work to reach those expectations. We have a good mix of experience
and youth that will work together well. We
hope you will look forward to picking up on
Tuesdays and Fridays, and check wkuherald.com on the other five days of the week
that a Herald isn’t published.
We hope you look forward to another
great semester, as do we.
And lastly, thanks for reading.
ANDREW ROBINSON
Editor-in-chief

"Mostly, I'm looking forward to spring
semester, because
I'm another semester
closer to graduating."

COTY
JOHNSON
Hawesville
junior

"Greek Week Tug. It's
one of the biggest
events for our fraternity, Alpha Gamma
Rho."

JESSIE
KLEIS
Bowling
Green
sophomore

"Spring break."
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readers to write letters
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topics of public interest.
Here are a few guidelines:

diversions@chherald.com

Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@chherald.com

Sports 270.745.4874
sports@chherald.com

Photo 270.745.6281
photo@chherald.com

1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries should be about 500
words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized
work.

3. For veriﬁcation, letters
and commentaries MUST
include your name, phone
number, home town and
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TIF
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Officials previously planned to build
the parking garage between Eighth Avenue and College Street, next to the Bowling Green Ballpark, Commissioner Bruce
Wilkerson said. But commissioners voted
in October to move it to Block 12.
Western will lease 200 parking spots in
the garage from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily for
about $250,000 a year for 20 years. After
that, Western will pay the same amount
for 300 spots for 10 years.
Cohron said officials are working with
developers to get the projects underway.
“There’s a lot of different entities involved,” Cohron said. “There is not a
timeline set in concrete at the moment.”
Now, there aren’t any definite plans for
other sections of the TIF district, but there
has been interest in block four and block
six, which are near the ballpark, she said.
The past five years, Bowling Green has
been working to make downtown a place
where the community can congregate and
spend their time and money.
To help with the revitalization of
downtown, the city of Bowling Green developed the TIF in 2007 and expanded it
in 2008.
The district now includes property from
Western’s campus to the Barren River.
This district is designed to help the city
lessen the financial risk for private investors.
Bowling Green has until 2014 to raise
$150 million in new development within
the district in order to be partly reimbursed
by the state, Cohron said. The city would

get 80 percent of the taxes paid from that
district.
This reimbursement first goes to private investors as an incentive for building downtown, Wilkerson said. Then it
goes toward paying city bonds.
Cohron said there’s close to $130 million in developments in the design stage
or under construction in the TIF district.
City officials said the current national
economy has had a major effect on the
growth of the downtown area.
Mayor Elaine Walker said the tight
financing market hurts private investments downtown.
She’s also disappointed with the kind
of investment the master developers
have brought to the district.
“Clearly the economy has had a negative impact, but we still haven’t seen any
substantial private investment,” Walker
said.
Commissioner Brian “Slim” Nash
said the downtown redevelopment is a
20-year plan.
“It’s important to know that there
will be changes to that plan,” he said. “It
should be used as a framework, but right
now, we’re on track.”
Walker is excited about Western’s involvement in the development.
“Western is a very important part
of this, and it’s a small step to bringing
Western downtown,” Walker said.
President Gary Ransdell said Western’s involvement is the reason why
Block 12 developed so quickly.
“We create the capacity to get things
done through our foundations,” Ransdell
said.
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TIF projects
■ Circus Square Park
The park, opened to the public in
2008, was one of the ﬁrst major downtown redevelopment
projects.
■ Standard Oil Co. Station
The station was renovated with
grant money in 2008 and provides
restrooms for Circus Square Park.
■ Bowling Green Ballpark
The ballpark opened in 2009 at
the corner of Eighth and Kentucky
streets. It's the home of the Hot
Rods minor league baseball team
and is the most expensive project in
the tax increment ﬁnancing district.
■ Southern Kentucky Performing Arts Center
SKyPAC, with 1,800 seats, will host
Broadway shows, large bands and
orchestras. Groundbreaking began
in 2009 and should be completed
in the summer 2011.
■ Block 12
Rezoning for this TIF district area
between Kentucky Street and
14th Avenue was approved Jan. 19.
Planned projects include a hotel,
meeting space, parking garage,
office space, Western police
department administrative offices,
a Western Alumni Center and,
possibly, a new building for Gordon
Ford College of Business.

REFUND
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

She said the biggest
problem she’s seen so far
is students not activating
their cards.
Other problems include students misplacing, losing or throwing
away their cards, putting
them at a standstill for receiving the money, Higginbotham said.
To activate the cards,
students should go to
wkudebitcard.com.
Students can choose
the HigherOne debit
card system, have the
money deposited to an
existing bank account or
receive a traditional paper check.
But Western plans
to eliminate the paper
check option beginning
in the fall of 2010, Higginbotham said.
It’s a learning experience for both the students
and the billings office,
she said.
Elizabethtown junior
Cameron Del Rosario
said he opted for a check,
because it’s what he’s
used to, and he knows it
works.
Radcliff junior Joey

5a

Sette said he preferred
the debit card system.
“It’s a great improvement from the checks,”
he said. “I no longer have
to wait on the mail to get
my residual.”
If a card is lost the
student can get a replacement for a $10 fee, according to information
from HigherOne.
If a student has already activated their card
and loses it, they must
contact HigherOne, Higginbotham said. If a student loses their card before they activate it, they
must contact the Bursar’s
office.
HigherOne has two
ATMs on campus that
allow users to take out a
maximum of $500 a day
off the card, Higginbotham said.
One ATM is located
outside the bookstore,
and the other is inside
the vending machine
area in Cravens Library,
she said.
Students can use the
card virtually worldwide, because it’s a Mastercard, Higginbotham
said. When paying, students should swipe the
card as credit to avoid a
50-cent debit fee.
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Taggart soon to
Winter training boosts swim teams' chances
complete staff

By JEREMY BROWN
sports@chherald.com

While most Western students
spent the majority of January enjoying winter break, the men’s
and women’s swimming and diving teams worked with the fastapproaching Sun Belt Conference
Championships in the back of their
minds.
Both the Lady Toppers and the
Toppers kicked off the new year
by training in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.,
capping off their stay with a victory
over Florida Atlantic.
The chance to train in Florida
was invaluable, Head Coach Bruce
Marchionda said.
“It’s the strongest training phase
of the season,” Marchionda said.
“Everyone worked very hard and
efficiently.”
The training consisted of three-aday practices, which featured morning and evening sessions with dryland work in between each, he said.

TOPPERS
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Even though the team
has lost the chance to
earn an at-large bid to the
NCAA tournament, senior
forward Jeremy Evans said
he isn’t ready to concede
his final shot at making the
tournament.
As he has many times
this season, Evans went

SPRINGS
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“We still need to play
as hard as we can in every game leading up to
that,” Slaughter said. “But
it definitely kind of settles
us in knowing that we still
have a lot of opportunities
in accomplishing our goal
of getting to the NCAA
tournament.”
Kerusch closes in on
return
Junior forward Sergio
Kerusch replaced his boot

STRUGGLE
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“If we want to be a
champion like we want to
be at the end of the season, we have to beat teams
like (MTSU),” Cowles
said. “With 10 games left,
we continue to take it one
game at a time in regular
season and try to put ourselves in the best position
come tournament time.
“It’s extremely disappointing. There’s absolutely no excuse for the way
we showed up and played

Senior freestyler Sean Penhale son, the Lady Toppers are looking to
said conditions were colder than ex- defend last season’s Sun Belt title,
pected, and the workload was high. and the Toppers hope to improve on
But he thought the trip was largely a third-place finish in last year’s cona success.
ference championship meet.
“The weather
Marchionda
was pretty cold,
said he’s combut it didn’t seem
fortable with the
to be too much of
state of his teams
a problem,” Penas they enter the
hale said. “We I'm very pleased with final three and a
worked through where we are."
half-week preppretty well.”
aration period
Marchionda
before the Sun
said the training
—BRUCE MARCHIONDA Belt Conference
Coach Swimming and
doubled as a tool
for better swimDiving Champiming and an outonships on Feb.
let for team bonding.
17-20.
“It was good for team chemistry
“I’m very pleased with where
and unity,” he said.
we are,” he said. “We’ve had some
The Lady Toppers and Toppers strong practices.”
further exhibited the benefits of their
Both teams will square off with
work when they followed the FAU Southern Illinois at home to conclude
meet with a victory over the Evans- regular-season action. The meet will
ville on Jan. 16.
start at 1 p.m. on Saturday in the Bill
Now heading into the regular sea- Powell Natatorium.

back to Western’s preseason motto — that the
Toppers have a target on
the back of their shirts —
as a rallying point.
“We want the target
to still continue to be on
Western Kentucky,” Evans
said. “We always say we
own the conference now.
We want that to stay the
same from here on out.”
The Toppers will have
to play 40 minutes of solid

basketball to show the superior talent McDonald
promised and rise to his
expectations.
Slow starts have been
Western’s calling card,
leading to second-half
comebacks that sometimes
fall short. But during the
loss against Troy last week
the Toppers were outscored 42-28 in the second
half after breaking out to a
nine-point first-half lead.

Senior
guard A.J.
Slaughter said Western
needs to get back to its
old ways, scratching and
clawing for every win to
capitalize on this season’s
talent.
“We’ve just got to come
out and fight every night,”
Slaughter said. “I still feel
like we’re the best team in
this league, and there’s no
doubt in my mind that we
can win it again this year.”

with dancing shoes last
Saturday, entertaining the
crowd at Diddle Arena.
It was a relieving sight
for McDonald, who has
been without Kerusch since
the junior broke a bone in
his right foot a day before
the Toppers faced off against
Louisville in December.
“Once we get him back
in the rotation and comfortable and everyone chemistry-wise is clicking, I think
we’re going to be right
where we need to be,” McDonald said.
Although the protective

boot was removed from
Kerusch’s foot a week ago,
McDonald said he’s still
waiting for a small section
of the bone to heal before
the Toppers’ second-leading rebounder and thirdleading scorer returns to
action.
It’s all on A.J.’s shoulders
Two seasons ago, former guard Courtney Lee
served as Slaughter’s
wingman. Last season, it
was former guard Orlando
Mendez-Valdez.
Slaughter, who switched
between point guard and

shooting guard through the
winter, doesn’t have the
same help this season.
Junior forward Cliff
Dixon said that after
coming off the bench, he
wants to lift the burden off
Slaughter’s shoulders.
“I have that pressure on
me every game,” Dixon
said.
In addition to leading
the Toppers at 16.9 points
per game, Slaughter is averaging 36.8 minutes per
game and has played 35
or more minutes in all but
two games this season.

tonight, especially defensively.”
If the Lady Toppers are
going to make a strong
push towards March, now
is the time. They play five
of their next seven games
in Diddle Arena, which
Duck says they have to use
to their advantage.
“A lot of teams have to
come in, and they don’t understand that our crowd is
our sixth man, and we feed
off of them,” Duck said.
“There’s no other atmosphere like Diddle Arena
in the Sun Belt, and a lot of
teams struggle with that.”

But that crowd didn’t
faze MTSU, which touted
a six-player rotation and
had three Lady Raiders
with at least 21 points.
Junior guard Amy
McNear said that’s why
it’s time for Western to
get back to the defensive
principles that helped it
rattle off a four-game win
streak.
“Those four games came
back to defense,” McNear
said. “We’ve got to focus
on defense — defense wins
games. If we focus on that
and box out and rebound,
we’ll be alright.”

At 5-3 in the Sun Belt
East, a division title looks
unlikely for the Lady Toppers. But that doesn’t make
their ultimate goals any
less lofty.
“We’ve just got to take
it one game at a time,”
Duck said. “Our mindset
doesn’t really change. We
can still reach the goal of
being Sun Belt champs at
the end of the tournament,
and we’ve just got to keep
playing and fight for that.”
Western next hosts
North Texas at 7 p.m.
Wednesday in Diddle Arena.

By JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com

New head football
coach Willie Taggart only
needs a defensive coordinator to have a full cabinet
of assistants after naming
himself offensive coordinator last week.
Now Taggart said the
challenge lies in catching
up on recruiting, which
comes to fruition on National Signing Day on
Feb. 3.
“There’s going to be
sleepless nights, and hopefully come signing day,
we reap the benefits of
working hard and we put
together and good recruiting class even after being
behind," Taggart said.
As his coaching search
began, Taggart first vowed
to give former head coach
David Elson’s staff a
chance before looking
outside the program for
new assistants.
He retained Walter Wells
as offensive guards/center
coach and Eric Mathies as
defensive tackles coach/recruiting coordinator.
But Taggart’s other six
assistant coaches — wide
receivers coach Terry
Obee, quarterbacks coach
Mike Sanford, defensive
ends coach Raymond

Woodie, defensive backs
coach Clayton White,
linebackers coach Karl
Maslowski and tackles/
tight ends coach A.J. Pratt
— all came from outside
Western’s staff to join the
program this past winter.
The NCAA allows nine
paid assistant coaches to
join a Football Bowl Subdivision staff.
Pratt, who comes to
Western from Kent State,
said he sees potential in the
Toppers' football program.
“He’s got a great reputation – that’s key,” he
said. “The school has
made a commitment to
football and the community has great support for the
program. That’s what you
want as a coach. If you’ve
got that, you can win.
Like Taggart, Maslowski knows what it's like to
win at Western. Maslowski
was a member of the Toppers' 2002 NCAA Championship team, when he
started nine games at linebacker.
“It needs a good shot
in the veins to get it going
again,” Maslowski said.
“The biggest goal for us is
to turn it back around. Not
only to get it where it was as
a 1-AA program, but to go
past that as a (Football Bowl
Subdivision) program.”
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TRACK & FIELD

MEN'S BASKETBALL

Seniors lead
efforts in
Illinois meet
By M. BLAKE HARRISON
sports@chherald.com

Despite the fact that his athletes
were competing in just their third meet
of the indoor track and field season,
Head Coach Erik Jenkins came away
impressed with their efforts in the University of Illinois’ Carle/Health Alliance
Classic in Champaign, Ill.
“It was a good platform for some
that have done well to keep moving
forward,” Jenkins said. “It was a solid
meet, and we are looking for consistent
improvement.”
Senior thrower Brian Soverns and
senior sprinter Samantha Smith led the
way for the Toppers, who completed
the meet with 13 top-five finishes.
Soverns, who set Western’s record
for longest weight throw at the UK Invitational earlier this season in Lexington, broke the mark by more than one
foot — good enough for third place in
the event.
“I just try to set small goals on the
way to the conference play,” Soverns
said.
Soverns also finished fifth in the
shot put.
Jenkins said he’s taken notice of
Soverns’ steady improvement since he
joined the team.
“Brian is someone who has consistently gotten better every year as a
Hilltopper, and we expect him to keep
getting better,” he said. “You like to see
him have quality performances against
quality competitors.”
Smith, once chosen as an indoor allAmerican in both the long jump and
pentathlon, set a new Western standard
in the 60-meter hurdles during the preliminaries.
She had one other individual top-five
finish to go along with second place in
the 4x400-meter relay.
Jenkins said Smith could be the key
to the team’s overall success in conference because of her versatility.
“We are very proud of Samantha.
She’s truly an athlete,” he said. “She is
a person that can make a big swing in a
championship setting.”
Smith was also pleased with her results, adding that she looks forward to
competing in more diverse set of events
as the season continues.
“In the future I want to do more,” she
said. “It’s just a step-by-step process.”
Though he saw room for improvement, Jenkins did not overlook his
team’s accomplishments.
“For us to be able to go in and
compete at the level of the BCS conferences — and obviously better than
some of them — is such a blessing,” he
said. “That is a direct reflection of our
administration’s commitment to our
sport and our athletes’ commitment to
Western Kentucky University and their
education.”

CODY DUTY/HERALD

Senior guard A.J. Slaughter, left, and junior forward Steffphon Pettigrew ﬁght Middle Tennessee’s James Washington for the ball during the
game at Diddle Arena Saturday. The 84-74 loss was their ﬁrst home loss to MTSU since 1977.

Feeling blue
A loss to MTSU caps week of unfamiliar territory for Toppers
By JONATHAN LINTNER | sports@chherald.com

Downtrodden Toppers looking to rally
Two months ago Western was
voted a nearly-unanimous preseason
pick to win the Sun Belt Conference,
and Head Coach Ken McDonald said
this was the season when the Toppers
had enough talent to make a serious
splash on the national scene.
Even through recent struggles,
McDonald still believes Western (118, 4-4 Sun Belt) is best in the conference.
But the second-year coach is experiencing losing en masse for the
first time.
“It is a little bit uncharted,” McDonald said after the Toppers lost the
third of three straight Sun Belt games
Saturday in an 84-74 defeat to Middle
Tennessee. “We talk a lot about this,
and we think we’re the better team...
“We don’t put together 40-minute efforts. That’s the bottom line in
terms of us getting it done.”

And as the losses pile up, so do the
milestones.
It’s the first time since the 19981999 season that Western is working
on a three-game conference losing
streak.
Saturday’s loss to MTSU also
marked the first season sweep of the
Toppers by the Blue Raiders since
1975 as well as the first MTSU victory in Diddle Arena since 1997.
To top things off, Western is now
two games behind the Sun Belt East
Division-leading Blue Raiders — just
a small part of a humbling season, according to McDonald.
“My mentor’s saying is ‘proud
peacock today, feather duster tomorrow,’” McDonald said. “And there’s
no question that we’re a big feather
duster right now.”
SEE TOPPERS, PAGE 7A

It all comes down to
Hot Springs again
Western’s Ratings Percentage Index
dropped out of the top 100 at the end of its
three-game losing skid last week, ensuring
the Toppers won’t win out or claim the Sun
Belt Conference’s regular-season title.
Instead, just as it did last season, Western will narrow its focus to four days in Hot
Springs, Ark., where they’ll play in the Sun
Belt tournament.
Head Coach Ken McDonald said he has
no problem with that route to the NCAA
tournament, even in a season where the
Toppers had hoped for at-large respect.
“The beauty of being in any conference
with an automatic bid is that you’re alive
until they tell you you’re not dancing,” McDonald said. “That’s what’s great.”
But senior guard A.J. Slaughter said
that’s not an excuse to stop improving before the conference tournament.
SEE SPRINGS, PAGE 7A

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Lady Toppers continue to struggle
By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com

CODY DUTY/HERALD

Senior forward Dominique Duck looks for an open teammate as she holds off Middle
Tennessee’s defense Sunday. The Lady Toppers fell to the Lady Raiders 88-63, bringing
their overall record to 11-8 and 5-3 in the Sun Belt Conference.

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

Just when the Lady Toppers look to be on the right
track, up comes a bump in
the road.
And it’s a story that
Western (11-8, 5-3 Sun
Belt Conference) is getting
tired of hearing.
After beginning the
season 3-0, the Lady Toppers faltered throughout
the Caribbean Challenge
in Cancun, Mexico, going
0-2. After beating George

Washington and Louisiana Lafayette over winter
break, they fell 88-78 at
South Alabama.
And after winning four
straight games over the
last two weeks, they hit
another hurdle Sunday in
the form of an 88-63 loss
to Middle Tennessee in
Diddle Arena.
The defeat was Western’s worst home loss in
Head Coach Mary Taylor Cowles’ eight years at
the helm, and it was one
that left the Lady Toppers

stunned.
“It hurts,” senior forward Dominique Duck
said. “Middle is not 26, 27
points better than us by any
means at all. I don’t have
any words to explain it.”
Cowles was clearly not
happy with a Lady Topper defense that allowed
MTSU to shoot 53.6 percent, and she said effort has
to become more consistent
if the team has any postseason aspirations.
SEE STRUGGLE, PAGE 7A
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Global
recruits
coming
By SHAKIA HARRIS
news@chherald.com

Western will be the
first American university to partner with Navitas Ltd, a company that
Western officials hope
will help them double
international enrollment
over the next decade.
Officials announced
earlier this month that
Navitas will launch its
University Pathways Program in September and is
expecting to admit about
80 students for the fall
semester.
The partnership will
enable first-year international students to take an
intensive course study at
Western's main campus
in Bowling Green, said
Dean Kahler, associate
vice president for Enrollment Management.
Kahler said Western
currently has about 700
international students. He
expects to at least double
that number by the end of
the ten-year contract with
Navitas.
The program specifically seeks out students
who are in areas where
educational
opportunities aren't abundant, he
said. One target country
is China, where the large
population makes it hard
for students to get into
college.
The partnership is already attracting worldwide attention.
"Within ten business
days we already have
people calling from Korea," he said.
Representatives from
Navitas and Western have
been working together
for the past nine months
to develop the program,
Kahler said.
Navitas has a 90 percent retention rate for
students moving from
their first to second year,
and the company's graduation rate is 95 percent,
he said.
Chief Diversity Officer Richard Miller attributed the program's success rate to its intensive
curriculum.
"We're very optimistic about the educational
model," Miller said.
Sam Evans, dean of
the College of Education
and Behavioral Science,
said the program will create an avenue for students
overseas who want an
American experience.
"This is a great opportunity for Western to gain
the knowledge and skills
needed by everyone to
survive in a global society," Evans said.
Kahler said the partnership may play a role
when future domestic
students consider applying to Western.
"Students want to
come to schools that are
on the edge, contemporary, dynamic and going somewhere in this
world," he said. "Navitas
is one example how WKU
is on the move and truly
becoming a very strong
leading university in the
United States."
Kahler will present a
marketing plan for the
program at tomorrow's
Board of Regents meeting.

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/HERALD

Kadie Wright cleans out Pepper’s cage and litter box before opening the RePets Store in Bowling Green Monday morning. Kadie has worked off and on at
RePets since the store opened with six dogs in October 2007. RePets will close soon and is turning away animals and referring them to the Warren County
Animal Shelter.

Doggone it
'Recycled pet store' facing serious economic challenges
By NOAH FREDERICK
diversions@chherald.com

RePets, an animal rescue and
adoption center located in Bowling
Green, is attempting to stand out
among similar centers by billing
itself as a “recycled pet store,” according to its Web site.
But the center is facing financial
difficulty that could hurt its operations.
The center takes in rescued animals and allows owners who are
unable to take care of their pets to
relinquish them. But due to overcrowding, RePets currently cannot
accept those pets.
The center survives mostly on
adoption fees, sales from their thrift
store and donations, employee Mary
Langford said.
RePets will be closing at the end
of February because they are struggling to pay their lease, employee

Matt Miller said. They hope to reopen sometime in March.
RePets aims to give a home to
animals that may have never known
one.
“Our main goals are to rescue
animals, educate the public and provide a better home environment for
animals who may not have had a
second chance,” Langford said.
RePets has several types of animals available for adoption, including dogs, cats, birds, rabbits and
ferrets.
“We are a rescue, so if it is a
domestic animal, we will take it,”
Langford said.
Rescued animals are important
to RePets, and its employees help
bring them to the center.
“We drive up to an hour and a
half to surrounding counties to animal shelters and look at the animals
that are about to be euthanized and
pull the ones that are highly adopt-

able and bring them back here,”
Miller said.
RePets is also dedicated to raising awareness about spaying and
neutering animals.
“In the U.S. over eight million
animals are euthanized every year,
because there are so many dogs and
cats that there is no possible way
that there are going to be homes
for all of them,” Miller said. “So,
it doesn’t make sense to continually breed animals when there are
more animals than there are people
to own them.”
In addition to their rescue efforts,
the center is trying to raise awareness about the impact of animal
adoption and the dangers of “puppy
mills,” a term used to describe by
animal rights supporters to describe
businesses that breed dogs in inhumane conditions.
SEE PET, PAGE 2B

Happening around town this week
By MARY BARCZAK
news@chherald.com

MUSIC
■ Karaoke at Southern Lanes, 2710 Scottsville Road, from 8:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. every Friday and Saturday night in the bar.
■ The Brewing Company, 423 Park Row,
has live music every Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday.
■ Barren River Lake State Resort Park
will have an open mic jam session from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. on the first Tuesday of every
month inside the Louie B. Nunn Lodge and
The Driftwood Restaurant, 1149 State Park
Road in Lucas, Ky.

SPORTS
■ Women’s basketball vs. North Texas at 7
p.m. Wednesday in Diddle Arena.
■ Men’s basketball vs. North Texas at 7
p.m. Thursday in Diddle Arena.
■ Men and women’s swimming and diving vs. Southern Illinois at 1 p.m. Saturday in
Bill Powell Natatorium.

ARTS
■ Moments of Discovery,” an exhibit featuring photographs taken by members of the
Sunny 16 Camera Club, is at The Presbyterian
Church Gallery, 1003 State St. The exhibit

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

SCOTT MCINTYRE/HERALD

Brandon Divine, right, sings along as he and Corey Fields work the DJ booth in the bar and billiards area
of Southern Lanes on a crowded Saturday.

can be viewed from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Mondays through Fridays until Feb. 5.
■ Deborah Eaton’s photography will be on
display at the Warren County Public Library,
1225 State St., through Jan. 29 in the café.

■ The works of Melanie Sunbeam Smith
will be on display through Feb. 20 at Memphis Marsha’s Art Gallery, 524 E. 12th Ave.
The gallery is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Thursday through Saturday.
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PET
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B

“The only goal of ‘puppy mills’ is to make money,” Miller said. “There is
no regard for animal welfare at all.”
RePets has held several
fundraising events to pay
veterinary bills and other
expenses.
A concert by local folk
band Watersprite was held
at Greener Groundz Coffee and Cafe on Jan. 15.
RePets collected more
than $100 in donations,

Langford said.
RePets is currently
holding what it calls
“Puppy Poo Bingo.”
Customers can purchase a square on a large
sheet for $5. On Feb. 20,
a rescued dog will be
brought in, and the owner
of the first square the dog
“poos” on will win a cash
prize.
The center receives additional money through
the RePets thrift store.
The store sells used goods
and all the purchases and
donations are used to fund
RePets.
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WHAT'S YOUR STORY?

DAVE KASNIC/HERALD

Bowling Green graduate student Heather Cowherd is one of ﬁve Derby Festival princesses. “Being a princess is about being an
ambassador for Louisville and the Commonwealth of Kentucky,” Cowherd said. “It is also about the importance of community
celebration and community service.”

Grad student selected
as 2010 Derby princess
By ANGELA OLIVER
diversions@chherald.com
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Kentucky gets crazy in May. Each
year, millions of patrons, natives or
out-of-towners funnel into Louisville
for the Kentucky Derby.
A year of planning ends in two
weeks of events, featuring the Kentucky Derby Festival. Many have anticipated the upcoming Derby since
the moment the last one ended. And
for a select group of young women,
the frenzy starts now.
“It’s a huge commitment,” said
Heather Cowherd, a Bowling Green
graduate student. “But I know it’s
gonna be a lot of fun.”
Cowherd is one of five chosen as
princesses for the Kentucky Derby
Festival Royal Court. According to
the Festival Web site, the princesses
serve as ambassadors at 70 events
from now until May 1. Their journey
began last Monday with call-backs,
then a day of press conferences and
radio interviews.
“It will be difficult to balance everything with this and the traveling,
but I’m prepared,” she said.
Some might dismiss the princesses, but Cowherd insists that the
Royal Court is more than glitz and

glamour. She plans to use the $2,000
scholarship toward her doctorate.
“It’s a service and scholarship opportunity,” she said. “It’s our chance
to represent a city that stands for
community celebration.”
Along with formal galas and
poster premieres, a requirement for
being a Festival princess is community service and speaking to schools
about volunteerism. Cowherd said
that’s what her life has been devoted
to for years.
“I love interacting with people,
reaching out, hearing their stories,”
she said.
Cowherd hopes to continue her
love of helping people with a career
in the government or education administration. She will graduate in
May with a master’s in public administration.
She began volunteering at 13 by
helping her mother, who teaches
third grade at Parker-Bennett-Curry
Elementary School.
“The kids love her,” said Cheri
Smith, the principal at PBC.
Smith said Cowherd worked
closely with her in implementing a
literacy program and a junior BETA
club.
“She’s attentive, compassionate

ON THE SIDES OF THEIR CARS.
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and provides the kids with a model
of what they could become,” Smith
said.
Cowherd mentors a 10-year-old
Hispanic student, who she often
gloats about.
“She used to be shy. She didn’t
know English well,” Cowherd said.
“Now she loves science. She’s very
outgoing. It’s great to watch her
blossom.”
Despite her lengthy list of
achievements, including the Governor’s Citation of Excellence and
the Bowling Green Human Rights
Commission Women’s Achievement Award, Cowherd is modest
and focused on whatever comes
next.
“The service I do is not for recognition,” she said. “I do it because
people need help.”
Cowherd said she is excited about
getting to know the other princesses
and attending events. But she values
the experience most for its dedication to the citizens who have kept it
alive for years.
“Derby week has always been a
big deal for my family,” Cowherd
said. “Now it’ll be even more special. It’s a pleasure to be a part of
it.”

congrats!

((

The College Heights Herald would
like to say, “Congratulaons!”
to Martrina Johnson for winning a
$100 gi card to the
WKU Bookstore for ﬁlling out our
readership survey!
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Large 1 Topping Pizza

$7.99

WE ACCEPT
BIG RED DOLLARS!

Dorm & Academic Buildings ONLY!

(270) 782-0888

Expiration Feb. 23

WELCOME BACK WKU STUDENTS!
1 Small 2 Topping Pizza
with 2 20oz Drinks
CHH

1 Medium 1 Topping
with breadsticks or cheesesticks

$11.99

$9.99
Expiration Feb. 23

Extra Large 3 Topping Pizza
Expiration Feb. 23

$11.99
CHH

Expiration Feb. 23
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JANUARY 26, 2010

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

Get
paid
to earn
an
MBA.
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A family is seated as the lunch crowd picks up business late Sunday morning at Mariah’s restaurant in downtown Bowling Green. Several Western students work at Mariah’s while school
is in session.

Eateries prepare
as students return
By WHITNEY KOONTZ
news@chherald.com

As students make their way back to
Bowling Green for the start of classes,
businesses prepare for the regular boom
in activity that the start of spring semester
brings.
About 3,000 students took at least one
class during Winter Term, said Beth Laves,
director of winter and summer terms for
Western. That’s compared to about 20,000
students that are enrolled at Western during the spring semester.
Christine Higgins, the manager at Mariah’s Restaurant, 801 State St., said that
while their customers aren’t all students,
the breaks cause differences in the numbers of patrons.
“Business always rises when students
are in town for the fall and spring,” Higgins said. “A lot of our work scheduling is
affected as well, because we try to work
with our student employees’ hours.”
Amara Love, who is a manager at The
Buckhead Café at 760 Campbell Lane,
said the beginning of spring semester isn’t
the only thing drawing in customers.
“This past weekend a lot of the customers have been here because of the
basketball game,” Love said, referring to
Western’s game against Middle Tennessee
State on Saturday.

She said The Buckhead Café tries to
cater to students’ priorities.
“We’re close in proximity to campus, so
they don’t have to drive very far, and students can use Big Red Dollars here as well,
if they are strapped for cash,” Love said.
Hopkinsville junior Amanda Brown is
an associate at Charlotte Russe in Greenwood Mall. Brown worked there while attending classes for Winter Term this year.
“It’s much easier to find a job sometimes in the winter, because a lot of the
regular people who work are on break,”
she said. “Plus, employers are looking for
seasonal workers as well during the holiday season.”
Brown said many businesses have specials and sales during the first two weeks
of the fall and spring semesters.
“I work more at the beginning of the
semester because of the drastic change in
the number of customers they get at the
mall,” she said.
Brown, who works two jobs in Bowling Green, said employers begin to look
for employees during the first week of
school.
“A lot of people out there are looking
for jobs, and businesses need help to deal
with a lot of the student customers,” she
said. “But positions fill up quick as soon
as the students get back in town, so the
best thing to do is to not wait.”
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Introducing Louisville’s new 13-month Full-Time MBA Program,
which includes an 11-month paid internship. Apply now for fall
2010. Call us at 502-852-7257 or
e-mail us at mba@louisville.edu.

Fully accredited in business and accounting by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business. The University of Louisville is an equal opportunity institution.
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